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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District 

Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1956. 

The  year  was  once  again  satisfactory  from  the  public 
health  point  of  view.  The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
remained  low  but  still  offered  scope  for  epidemiological 
investigation  and  action. 

There  is  still  a shortage  of  houses  and  the  progress  with 
regard  to  major  extensions  of  water  and  sewage  disposal 
schemes  is  necessarily  slow  yet  I am  confident  that  the  en- 
vironmental factors  affecting  health  are  constantly  improving. 

I am  indebted  to  all  members  of  the  public  health  staff, 
who  have  worked  hard  throughout  the  year,  and  special 
tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  E.  J.  J.  Chapman,  who  remained  in  office  a further  year 
after  his  retiring  age  had  been  reached. 

I wish  once  again  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  A.  COLLINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  during  the  year  was  531  which  compares  very  closely 
with  547  for  the  previous  year.  Again  there  were  only  n cases 
admitted  to  isolation  hospitals  of  which  4 measles  cases  were 
admitted  on  account  of  overcrowded  home  conditions  with 
inadequate  nursing  facilities. 

MEASLES: 

There  were  400  notifications  of  measles  compared  with  425 
in  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the 
first  four  months  of  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH: 

Although  the  number  of  cases  increased  from  25  in  1955 
to  54  in  1956,  this  number  was  well  below  the  average  of  85 
for  the  previous  ten  years. 

SCARLET  FEVER: 

There  were  only  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  compared  with 
22  in  the  previous  year.  The  nature  of  the  disease  remains 
relatively  benign  and  no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA: 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  year.  During 
the  last  nine  years  there  has  been  only  one  case  in  this  district 
and  that  was  an  imported  one. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS: 

In  August  a boy  aged  8 years  from  Hailsham  was  ad- 
mitted to  hospital  and  died  a day  later,  death  being  due  to 
Encephalitis.  It  was  suspected  at  the  time  that  this  was 
probably  a case  of  Polio-encephalitis  and  this  was  later  con- 
firmed by  a laboratory  report  stating  that  Type  I poliomye- 
litis virus  had  been  isolated.  One  week  later  two  children  in 
one  family  from  the  same  neighbourhood  who  were  away  on 
holiday  were  admitted  to  an  isolation  hospital  in  Surrey 
suffering  from  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis.  It  was  found  that 
they  had  all  played  together  in  the  week  previous  to  their 
illness.  It  appeared  retrospectively  that  there  had  been  a 
considerable  amount  of  ill  defined  illness  in  the  neighbourhood 
in  the  previous  weeks.  However  no  further  cases  could  be 
traced  later  from  this  focus  of  infection. 
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The  other  two  notifications  are  in  respect  of  a man  aged 
36  years  who  arrived  from  London  on  holiday  in  Alfriston, 
and  a man  aged  19  years  from  Pevensey,  both  of  whom  made 
satisfactory  recoveries. 

DYSENTERY: 

There  was  a considerable  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery 
in  Pevensey  and  Westham  during  February  and  March. 
Although  only  13  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  this, 
my  investigations  showed  that  the  source  of  infection  was  very 
wide-spread,  and  during  a routine  medical  examination  of 
Pevensey  School  in  March,  I estimated  that  some  90%  of  the 
children  of  the  school  had  probably  had  dysentery  between 
January  and  March.  Two  canteen  workers  in  the  school  were 
found  to  be  infected  and  were  suspended  from  duty  until 
shown  to  be  free  from  infection.  Investigations  showed  that 
the  carrier  state  was  often  very  persistent  even  after  a mild 
attack  of  the  disease.  Many  children  persistently  excreted 
dysentery  organisms  for  four  or  five  weeks  after  they  had 
been  free  from  symptoms  and  in  one  case  it  was  19  weeks 
before  the  case  was  free  from  infection.  As  is  usual  with  this 
type  of  dysentery  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  very  mild. 

In  May  there  was  a small  outbreak  of  five  cases  of  Sonne 
dysentery  in  the  Oakhall  Residential  Nursery,  this  was  how- 
ever soon  brought  under  control. 

There  were  13  cases  of  dysentery  among  the  patients  of 
Hellingly  Hospital  all  of  these  being  of  the  Shigella  flexner 
X type  which  seems  to  be  endemic  in  the  hospital. 

TYPHOID  FEVER: 

There  were  no  cases  of  typhoid  or  para-typhoid  fever 
during  the  year.  Two  chronic  typhoid  carriers  still  remained 
under  observation  at  Hellingly  Hospital. 

FOOD  POISONING: 

The  only  notification  of  food  poisoning  received  was  in 
respect  of  a woman  admitted  to  Hellingly  Hospital  from 
another  hospital  outside  this  district  suffering  from  an  infec- 
tion of  Salmonella  typhi-murium. 

Several  small  family  outbreaks  of  suspected  food  poisoning 
were  investigated  in  the  year  but  in  no  case  was  any  laboratory 
evidence  obtained  of  the  illness  being  related  to  food. 
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TUBERCULOSIS: 

There  were  only  two  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  in 
1956  and  in  1955  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause.  It  is 
cheering  to  note  how  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  is 
getting  less  in  this  district  as  it  is  throughout  the  country.  In 
the  ten  year  period  from  1935  to  1944  the  average  number  of 
deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  this  district  was  15.8  per  annum 
and  in  the  ten  year  period  from  1945  to  1954  it  was  8.9  per 
annum. 

The  East  Sussex  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out 
surveys  at  Hailsham,  Heathfield,  Polegate  and  Herstmonceux 
during  the  year.  A total  number  of  4119  persons  were  X-rayed 
and  4 cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

VACCINATION  RECORDS  RECEIVED 

1955  Vaccinations  256  Re-vaccinations  109  Total  365 

1956  Vaccinations  278  Re-vaccinations  124  Total  402 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  public  response  to  the  diphtheria  immunisation 
campaign  remains  satisfactory  and  the  numbers  of  inocula- 
tions for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows: — 

1954  Complete  Course  474  Refresher  Doses  953 

1955  Complete  Course  380  Refresher  Doses  720 

1956  Complete  Course  420  Refresher  Doses  897 

After  October  a triple  antigen  was  made  available  giving 

protection  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 
This  was  in  addition  to  the  double  antigen  giving  protection 
against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough,  and  the  simple 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  and  parents  were  given  the 
choice  as  to  which  their  children  should  have.  Of  the  complete 
courses  given  during  the  year  353  were  of  the  combined 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  60  were  of  the  triple 
antigen  which  was  only  used  in  the  last  2\  months  of  the 
year.  In  fact  I find  the  combined  antigens  very  popular  and 
their  use  in  my  opinion  tends  to  boost  the  diphtheria  im- 
munisation campaign. 

During  the  year  I personally  conducted  regular  immun- 
isation clinics  at  Hailsham,  Heathfield  and  Polegate,  and 
occasional  clinics  at  Alfriston,  Arlington,  Chiddingly,  East- 
dean,  Herstmonceux,  Maynards  Green,  Ninfield,  Pevensey, 
Punnetts  Town,  Westham  and  Willingdon. 

The  annual  return  showing  separate  figures  for  the 
children  inoculated  during  the  last  five  years  and  for  children 
last  inoculated  more  than  five  years  ago  is  given  below: — 
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Age  at  31.12.56. 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 

1956 

1 — 4 

1952-1955 

5—9 

I947_I95I 

10 — 14 
1942-1946 

Under  15 
Total 

Number  of 
children 
whose  last 
course  (prim- 
ary or  booster) 
was  completed 
in  the  period 
1952-1956 

IOI 

1278 

2063 

1475 

4917 

Number  of 
children 
whose  last 
course  (prim- 
ary or  booster) 
was  completed 
in  the  period 
1951  or  earlier 

— 

— 

438 

1171 

1609 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  and  1951: 

Many  cases  of  aged  or  infirm  persons  living  under  in- 
sanitary circumstances  have  been  investigated  or  kept  under 
observation  and  it  has  been  possible  in  all  cases  to  avoid 
formal  action  under  the  above  Acts.  As  procedure  under  the 
above  Acts  involves  an  interference  with  the  liberty  of  the 
individual  it  is  considered  that  action  should  only  be  taken  in 
serious  cases  as  a life  saving  measure.  Nor  are  the  above  Acts 
suitable  for  dealing  with  eccentric  or  mentally  unstable 
individuals.  If  measures  are  necessary  on  account  of  a person’s 
mental  condition  then  action  should  be  taken  under  the 
Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNGS: 

In  a rural  district  with  a small  population  deaths  from 
various  causes  will  fluctuate  from  year  to  year.  It  is  yet 
possible  to  observe  a trend  and  I have  noted  elsewhere  in 
this  report  the  welcome  decrease  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis. 
The  reverse  is  the  case  of  Cancer  of  the  lung  although,  as 
deaths  from  this  cause  were  not  separated  in  local  reports 
before  1950,  it  is  not  possible  to  compare  with  earlier  years. 


5 


Deaths  due  to  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 


1950 

Male 

5 

Female 

3 

Total 

8 

1951 

7 

2 

9 

1952 

7 

6 

13 

1953 

13 

3 

16 

1954 

13 

1 

14 

1955 

13 

3 

16 

1956 

18 

6 

24 

As  there  is  now  conclusive  evidence  that  there  is  a 
relationship  between  cancer  of  the  lung  and  cigarette  smoking 
it  is  important  that  this  risk  should  be  made  known  to  all, 
especially  the  younger  generation  before  the  smoking  habit  is 
developed. 

VITAL  STATISTICS: 

The  Registrar  General  has  this  year,  for  the  first  time, 
produced  comparability  factors,  which  have  been  adjusted 
specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential 
institutions  in  each  area.  Thus  in  this  district  the  compar- 
ability factor  for  deaths  is  now  0.61  instead  of  0.71  in  the 
previous  year  and  this  change  should  balance  the  extra  deaths 
occurring  in  Hellingly  Hospital  of  persons  coming  from  outside 
the  district. 

Using  the  new  factor  the  death  rate  was  11.2  compared 
with  1 1. 7 for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  13.4  compared  with  15.7 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  14.2  per  thousand  registered 
live  births,  which  is  very  satisfactory  compared  with  a record 
low  infant  mortality  rate  of  23.8  for  the  whole  of  the  country. 


STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . 94,668 

Census  Population  (1951)  . . . . 36,916 

Population  estimated  to  middle  year  . . 38,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . 12,736 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . £489,770 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . . £1,969  12.  1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (not  corrected)  11.1 

Comparability  factor  1.21 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  13.4 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  Registered  Live  Births  14.2 
Total  Deaths  per  1,000  (not  corrected)  . . 18.3 

Comparability  factor  0.61 

Total  Deaths  per  1,000  (corrected)  . . 11.2 

Senile  mortality  as  percentage  of  Total  Deaths 
(65  and  over) 
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-81.3 


BIRTHS: 

Legitimate: 

Total  396 

Males  201 

Females 

Illegitimate: 

Total 

26 

Males  8 

Females 

STILLBIRTHS: 

Legitimate: 

Total 

5 

Males  3 

Females  2 

Illegitimate: 

Total 

— 

Males  — 

Females  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i 

year  of  age: 

Legitimate: 

Total 

5 

Males  2 

Females  3 

Illegitimate: 

Total 

1 

Males  1 

Females  — 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth 

Infantile 

Death 

Rate 

Mortality 

Rate 

Hailsham  Rural 

13-4 

14.2 

11. 2 

England  and  Wales 

15-7 

23.8 

11  -7 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males  Females 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

1 

4- 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

9- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

7 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

18 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

— 

13 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

— 

2 

14- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

26 

28 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

i7- 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 

system 

45 

52 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

50 

44 

!9 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

11 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

69 

112 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

12 

15 

22. 

Influenza 

3 

— 

23- 

Pneumonia 

11 

32 

24. 

Bronchitis 

13 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

7 


26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

T 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

8 

— 

3°- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

3i. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

I 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

19 

29 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

34- 

All  other  accidents 

3 

8 

35- 

Suicide 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

— 

— 

313  38 1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-  Dr.  L.  A.  Collins,  M.B., 
time)  also  School  Medical  Officer  B.Ch.,  D.P.M.,  D.P.H. 
for  East  Sussex  County  Council 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  E.  J.  J.  Chapman,  F.G.S., 
and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  Cert.R.S.I. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  L.  E.  Scott,  Cert.S.I.B. 

M.  F.  Warman, 

Cert.S.I.B. 


Sanitary  Assistant  and  Rodent 
Operator 

Rodent  Operator 
Chief  Clerk 


R.  R.  Creasey,  Cert.S.I.B. 

J.  F.  Stanford 
R.  Cousins 
R.  S.  Oak 


Clerical  Assistants  Mrs.  R.  M.  Salvage 

Mrs.  M.  O.  Stevens 

(until  October) 

Miss  M.  Wright 

(from  October) 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Age  Groups 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Under 
i yr. 

i 

yr- 

2 

yrs. 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

25  yrs 
& over 

Total 

Scarlet 

Fever 

j 

2 

11 

3 

2 

19 

Whooping 

Cough 

i 

6 

2 

5 

6 

27 

7 

; ) . 



54 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 













1 

1 

1 

3 

Measles 

8 

22 

3i 

33 

40 

236 

21 

5 

4 

400 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

l7 

Dysentery 

I 

— 

— 

4 

2 

10 

— 

— 

15 

32 

Eyrsipelas 

3 

3 

Food 

Poisoning 

1 

1 

Meningo- 

coccal 

Infection 

1 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cases  Notified  or  Admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Total  Deaths 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

!9 





Whooping  Cough  . . 

54 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

I 

Measles 

400 

5 

— 

Pneumonia 

17 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

32 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 
Meningococcal 

1 

— 

— 

Infection 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Other  Observation 

1 

— 

— 

Cases 

— 

3 

— 
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Number  of  Cases  Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 
Each  Month 


Disease 

| January  j: 

February  | 

March  | 

April  | 

5 

d 

§ 

June  [ 

; August  | 

u 

<v 

rO 

a 

<D 

Ph 

<D- 

c n 

October  P 

Novemberj 

December  | 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

I 

_ 

- 

_ 

Measles 

I 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Observation  Cases 

- 

1 ’ 

1 

- 

- 

i 

I 

- 

- 

- , 

I 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 

Res- 

Non-Res- 

Res- 

Non-Res- 

piratory 

piratory 

piratory  j 

piratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F | 

M 

F 

Under  5 years  . . 

— 

1 

5—14  years  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 24  years  . . 
25—44  years  . . 





1 







1 



45 — 64  years  . . 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— ' 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Frequent  analyses  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  three 
Statutory  Water  Undertakings  have  again  proved  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  The  Water  Undertakings  are  as  follows: 

(a)  In  the  North — Heathfield  and  District  Water  Company 

(b)  In  the  South  and  centre — Eastbourne  Waterworks 

Company 

(c)  In  the  East — The  Bexhill  Corporation. 

Further  progress  was  made  with  the  proposed  water 
scheme  to  take  main  water  to  the  North  Western  Parishes  of 
the  district:  i.e.  Alciston,  Arlington,  Berwick,  Chalvington, 
Chiddingly,  East  Hoathly,  Hellingly,  Laughton,  Lullington, 
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Ripe  and  Selmeston,  and  during  the  year  the  Council  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company 
for  the  supply  of  mains  water  to  this  area.  Application  was 
made  by  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  consent  to  borrow  £164,165  to  carry  out 
such  works  and  a public  local  inquiry  was  held  early  in  1957. 

As  a considerable  area  within  the  North  Western  Parishes 
was  not  within  the  Statutory  Water  area  of  any  Water 
Undertaking  the  Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company  made 
application  to  the  Ministry  for  an  Order  under  Sections  10  and 
23  of  the  Water  Act  1945  to  extend  their  limits  of  supply.  If 
and  when  this  Order  is  made  then  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District  will  be  within  the  area  of  one  of  the  three  Statutory 
Water  Undertakings. 

A scheme  to  take  water  to  the  hamlets  of  Three  Cups, 
Turners  Green  and  Rushlake  Green  within  the  Parish  of 
Warbleton  was  proposed  in  conjunction  with  the  Battle 
R.D.C.,  who  would  provide  mains  water  in  the  adjoining 
Parishes  of  Brightling  and  Dallington.  This  scheme  was 
approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry,  and  the  Council 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Heathfield  and  District 
Water  Company  to  supply  the  hamlets.  It  is  understood  that 
a start  on  the  scheme  will  be  made  early  in  1957  and  com- 
pleted within  i\  years. 

When  mains  water  does  become  available  in  the  North 
Western  Parishes  and  in  the  hamlets  in  Warbleton  there  wall 
no  longer  be  any  small  groups  of  houses  not  enjoying  main 
water. 

The  Emergency  Water  Service,  whereby  householders 
in  need  are  provided  with  main  water  by  means  of  an  800 
gallon  Water  Tanker,  still  continues  to  operate  and  during  the 
year  965,400  gallons  were  delivered. 

EXTENSION  OF  MAINS. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  extensions  carried  out  by 
the  Water  Undertakings  in  their  respective  areas  during  the 
year. 

B exhill  Corporation.  During  the  year  the  Corporation  at 
the  request  of  the  Council  extended  a number  of  existing  mains 
in  the  parishes  of  Hellingly,  Herstmonceux,  Hooe  and  War- 
bleton. 

Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company.  This  Company  laid 
a total  of  2 miles  616  yards  of  new  mains  in  the  Parishes  of 
Hellingly,  Pevensey,  Polegate  and  Willingdon.  The  mains 
varied  in  size  from  2in.  to  6in. 
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Heathfield  and  District  Water  Company.  630  yards  of  new 
4m.  main  was  laid  in  the  Parish  of  Heathfield. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped 
supplies  showing  that  approximately  90.8%  of  the  population 
is  provided  with  main  water. 


Parish 

Estimated 
Population 
Supplied  by 
Public  or 
Private  Main 

No.  of 
Houses 
Supplied  by 
Public  Main 

By 

Stand- 

Pipe 

By 

Private 

Main 

Alciston 

124 





37 

Alfriston 

652 

206 

10 

Arlington 

205 

44 

25 

— 

Berwick 

90 

1 

— 

30 

Chalvington  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Chiddingly 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eastdean 

806 

261 

— 

— 

East  Hoathlv 

144 

48 

— 

— 

Folkington 

32 

9 

— 

— 

Frist  on 

420 

140 

— 

— 

Hailsham 

5604 

1868 

— 

— 

Heathfield 

2984 

961 

— 

— 

Hellingly 

2748 

432 

— 

— 

Herstmonceux 

1429 

461 

10 

— 

Hooe 

266 

84 

— 

— 

Horam 

1257 

419 

— 

— 

Jevington 

141 

10 

37 

— 

Laughton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Litlington 

97 

— 

— 

37 

Lullington 

22 

5 

— 

2 

Ninfield 

1001 

343 

— 

— 

Pevensey 

2559 

853 

— 

— 

Polegate 

4611 

1537 

— 

— 

Ripe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Selmeston 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Waldron 

2452 

784 

— 

— 

Warbleton 

304 

89 

— 

— 

Wart  ling 

412 

134 

— 

— 

West  dean 

92 

22 

10 

— 

Westham 

1916 

628 

— 

— 

Willingdon 

3959 

1323 

— 

— 

Wilmington  . . 

180 

64 

— 

— 

Total 

34,5io 

10,726 

92 

107 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Work  has  proceeded  during  the  year  on  the  new  outfall 
and  pumping  station  for  the  Westham  and  Pevensey  scheme. 
Working  drawings  for  the  combined  works  of  the  Polegate 
and  Willingdon  scheme,  have  been  completed  and  submitted 
to  the  Ministry.  Some  time  has  been  given  to  the  preparation 
of  working  drawings  of  the  Alfriston  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Among  minor  works  carried  out  by  direct  labour  has  been 
a new  sewer  extension  to  serve  20  properties  previously 
drained  to  cesspools  in  Polegate.  A length  of  defective  sewer 
which  had  been  responsible  for  flooding  in  times  of  heavy 
rain  was  relayed  at  Foulride  Green,  Willingdon. 

To  abate  nuisance  arising  from  a ventilation  column  of 
the  Hailsham  sewer,  an  experiment  has  been  made  by  install- 
ing a Wick  Float  containing  Airwick  liquid  in  the  connection 
of  the  ventilation  column  in  Eastwell  Place  and  the  results 
have  been  very  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING— HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  all  dwellings  within  the 
Rural  District  by  a fleet  of  Dennis  Vehicles,  there  being  a 
weekly  collection  in  the  following  parishes: — Alfriston, 
Hailsham,  Pevensey,  Polegate,  Westham,  Willingdon, 
and  a fortnightly  collection  in  the  remainder  of  the  district. 

In  view  of  the  rapid  increase  in  house  building  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  district,  and  especially  in  those  Parishes 
contiguous  to  Eastbourne,  the  Council  decided  to  replace  one 
10  cubic  yard  side  loader  vehicle  by  an  18  cubic  yard  Dennis 
Paxit  model  to  cope  with  the  additional  collections. 

There  are  six  Refuse  Vehicles  and  21  men  employed  on 
collection. 

During  the  year  it  is  estimated  that  7,354  tons  of  refuse 
were  collected.,  i.e.  an  average  of  10.6  cwts.  per  1000  head  of 
population  per  day. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  three  main  tips  partly  by  con- 
trolled tipping  and,  owing  to  lack  of  soil  for  covering,  partly 
by  incineration  and  consolidation. 

A Chaseside  mechanical  shovel,  a driver  and  two  tipmen 
are  fully  employed  on  the  tips  which  are  conveniently  sited 
to  save  long  hauls.  Unfortunately  the  tips  have  a limited  life 
and  new  disposal  sites  will  soon  be  a necessity. 


13 


MAINTENANCE  DEPOT. 

At  long  last  a start  was  made  in  November  1956  on  the 
Central  Depot  which  incorporates  four  new  garages,  a store 
and  a modernised  workshop,  and  this  will  assist  towards 
greater  efficiency  and  some  economies. 

The  maintenance  of  the  vehicles  is  carried  out  efficiently 
by  a competent  Foreman  Mechanic  and  this  ensures  longe- 
vity in  the  vehicles  at  a minimum  of  cost. 

DISTRICT  SALVAGE  SCHEME. 

Salvaging  of  raw  materials  again  continued  during  the 
year  although  somewhat  on  a reduced  basis,  due  entirely  to 
economies  as  there  were  lower  prices  obtainable  for  the 
salvaged  materials  and  higher  labour  costs  involved. 

CESSPOOL  CLEANSING. 

Emptying  of  cesspools  by  three  750  gallon  Dennis  Cess- 
pool Emptiers  is  carried  out  throughout  the  district.  In  the 
Parishes  of  Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  a quarterly 
emptying  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  where  no  sewers  are 
available  and  the  cost  is  covered  by  a special  rate  levied.  In 
the  remainder  of  the  district  the  emptying  of  cesspools  is 
carried  out  on  request  and  on  payment  of  specified  charges. 
These  charges  do  not  however  cover  the  cost  of  emptying  and 
therefore  there  is  a contribution  from  the  general  rate  fund. 

Disposal  is  generally  on  to  agricultural  land  remote  from 
houses  or  within  a large  wood  during  wet  weather  when  it  is 
impossible  to  drive  these  heavy  vehicles  across  fields,  etc. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  very  wet  winter  of 
1956  when  the  woodland  became  saturated  with  rainfall  and 
sewage  and  it  seems  likely  in  the  near  future  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  find  alternative  sites  for  the  disposal  of  cesspool 
contents. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  by  reference  to  previous  reports  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  number  of  cesspools  and  the  loads  removed  increases 
from  year  to  year. 

Cesspools  Loads 

District  Scheme  . . . . . . 1,881  3,547 

Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  Scheme  1,658  2,631 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL. 

Night  soil  continues  to  be  removed  twice  weekly  in  the 
Parish  of  Alfriston  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  system  will  be 
abolished  as  soon  as  redrainage  of  the  village  is  undertaken. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  & 1948. 


The  Local  Authority’s  duties  under  these  Acts  have  been 
carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine,  and  it  is  regretted  that  the 
overdue  cleansing  of  bakehouses  continues  to  be  the  chief 
reason  for  action. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950  and  FOOD  AND  DRUCxS  ACT  1938. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  food  premises  is 
tabulated  below  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  standard 
of  hygiene  is  generally  quite  good. 

No  campaign  has  been  undertaken  in  connection  with  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  but  Abstracts  were  sent  to  all  food 
premises  and  the  Regulations  were  discussed  on  subsequent 
inspections.  The  tardiness  on  the  part  of  some  to  implement 
the  requirement  of  a constant  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water 
has  been  largely  due  to  the  lack  of  a piped  water  supply,  but 
the  difficult}^  has  usually  been  surmounted. 

Informal  action  has  resulted  in  the  cessation  of  business 
of  three  hawkers,  and  consideration  is  being  given  to  the 
reconstruction  of  one  butcher’s  shop  and  one  fried  fish  shop 
which  are  regarded  as  insanitary  premises. 

A list  is  given  of  the  contraventions  noted  after  the 
operative  date,  most  of  which  were  attended  to  after  warning. 

Contraventions  after  Operative  Date 


Lack  of  wash  hand  basin  . . . . 33 

Fittings  defective  or  unclean  . . . . 11 

Risk  of  contamination  . . . . . . 4 

Use  of  newspapers  . . . . . . 2 

Lack  of  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing  5 

Inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation  . . 2 

Vehicles  without  name  and  address  . . 4 

Stalls  without  covering  . . . . 1 

Unsuitable  floors  to  vans  . . . . 3 

Lack  of  hot  water  . . . . . . 39 

Lack  of  facilities  for  cleansing  utensils  . . 5 

Smoking  . . . . . . . . 4 

No  provision  of  soap  or  towels  . . 3 
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Summary  of  Inspections  of  Food  Premises 


Number  in 

Total  number  of 

District 

Inspections  made 

Bakehouses 

23 

100 

Bakers’  Shops  . . 

19 

24 

Butchers’  Shops. . 

3i 

525 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Canteens 

78 

200 

Fish  Shops 

17 

102 

Greengrocers 

18 

103 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

125 

284 

Hawkers 

25 

15 

Ice  Cream  Sellers  (plus  42 

catering  establishments 

registered) 

108 

9i 

Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses 

107 

195 

Sweet  Shops 

29 

37 

580 

1676 

HOUSING. 

A good  start  was  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  Council’s 
Five  Year  Slum  Clearance  programme,  but  as  the  only 
Council  Houses  being  erected  during  the  year  were  at  Hailsham 
the  programme  had  to  be  confined  to  those  houses  in  the 
near  vicinity  of  this  Parish,  owing  to  the  question  of  re-housing 
families  required  to  be  displaced. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  has  proved  of  much  assistance  to  the  owners  of 
unfit  houses  as  the  small  increases  in  rent  permitted  were 
insufficient  to  enable  the  carrying  out  of  necessary  repairs, 
consequently  very  few  owners  took  advantage  of  the  Act. 
During  the  year  no  applications  were  received  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  and  none  were  cancelled  so  that  the  eight  Cer- 
tificates of  Disrepair  issued  in  former  years  remain  in  force. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  proposed  new  Rent  Act  will  give 
owners  of  rural  cottages  let  at  low  rentals  an  incentive  to 
carry  out  much  needed  repairs. 

The  Council  received  61  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  and  of  this  number  40  were  granted,  15  refused  and  6 
withdrawn.  Repayment  with  interest  was  made  in  one  case 
during  the  year  in  respect  of  an  Improvement  Grant  made  in 
1952. 
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The  erection  of  Council  houses  has  continued  during  the 
\ ear  but  perforce  on  a smaller  scale,  and  in  view  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  rehousing  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses 
fewer  families  have  been  re-housed  from  the  Council’s  Housing 
List  which  still  contains  over  500  applicants. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  . . . . . . 23 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Closing  Orders  made 
under  Section  10  of  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act  1953  . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  Undertaking 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  still  in 
force  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  families  rehoused  by  Local  Authority  from 
houses  either  demolished  or  closed . . . . . . 17 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 
under  the  Housing  Act  1936  . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . 6 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

At  the  end  of  December  there  were  47  retailer/producers 
and  distributors  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  this  area. 
All  supplies  of  heat  treated  milk  are  obtained  from  sources 
outside  the  district. 

Consumer  samples  are  taken  every  month,  the  emphasis 
being  on  the  raw  milk  supply,  and  these  are  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  Brighton  for  examination.  The 
results  are  summarised  below. 

Biological  Examination 

No.  of  Samples 


Infected  with  M.  Tuberculosis  Nil 

Infected  with  Brucella  Abortus  3 

Infected  with  Brucella  Melitensis  Nil 

Satisfactory  . . . . 32 

No  result . . . . 2 
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Methylene  Blue  Test 

Raw  Milk 

Pasteurised 

Samples  taken 

34 

7 

Satisfactory 

3i 

6 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

Nil 

No  result.. 

Nil 

1 

Two  of  the  samples  in  which  brucella  abortus  was  isolated 
were  in  milk  produced  in  an  adjoining  area  and  information 
was  passed  to  the  authority  concerned. 

Below  is  a summary  of  reports  received  from  other 
authorities  on  milk  produced  in  this  area. 

No.  of  Samples 

Infected  with  M.  Tuberculosis  9 

Infected  with  Brucella  Abortus  17 

Eight  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  from  herds  producing  infected  milk. 

When  brucella  abortus  is  reported  in  a herd  the  owner  is 
informed  and  where  requested  quarter  samples  are  taken  in  an 
endeavour  to  isolate  the  infected  cow  or  cows.  During  the 
year  119  quarter  samples  were  submitted  for  examination. 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  regarding  “fishy” 
odours  in  milk  supplied  by  one  distributor.  The  milk  was 
eventually  traced  to  one  farm  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
detect  the  cause. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Regular  routine  slaughtering  by  the  butchers,  which  had 
become  the  practice  in  1955  was  continued  throughout  the 
year.  This  routine  necessitates  inspection  of  carcases  being 
carried  out  after  the  offices  have  closed  for  the  day,  for- 
tunately, however,  overtime  although  totalling  several 
hundred  hours  has  not  yet  become  the  problem  confronting 
some  Councils. 

The  certification  of  pigs  under  the  Government’s  Fatstock 
Guarantee  Scheme  has  been  carried  out  by  the  officers.  309 
certificates  in  respect  of  737  pigs  were  issued. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that  seven 
slaughterhouses  were  licenced  until  31st  July  1959,  and  three 
licensed  for  twelve  months.  None  of  the  premises  is  licenced 
for  the  slaughter  of  horses. 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  licensed  annually  and  these 
premises  are  specifically  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  horses. 
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I am  glad  to  report  that  the  slaughterhouses  have  been 
maintained  in  good  order  without  formal  action  and,  in  fact, 
additional  large  refrigerators  for  the  reception  of  carcases 
have  been  provided  at  four  slaughterhouses.  There  are  47 
slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council. 

The  large  dead  poultry  sale  held  weekly  and  a poultry  pack- 
ing station  where  the  throughput  for  the  year  was  approxi- 
mately 102,000  birds,  are  subject  to  regular  visits  and  in- 
spection. At  the  two  weekly  markets  held  in  the  district  some 
butter  and  cream  are  sold.  The  effects  of  myxomatosis  are 
still  apparent  in  that  very  few  wild  rabbits  have  been  on  offer. 

Unsound  food  is  buried  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  or 
released  after  staining  to  approved  by-product  manufacturing 
for  processing  other  than  for  human  consumption. 

Although  no  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  Clean 
Food  Byelaws,  both  formal  and  informal  action  was  initiated 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  in  respect  of 
unsuitable  premises,  smoking  and  animals  in  food  preparation 
rooms. 

Food  products  generally  gave  little  cause  for  criticism, 
there  were  a few  complaints  due  to  excessive  greasing  of  bread 
baking  tins  or  dough  mixers,  in  each  case  the  producers  were 
informed  and  no  further  complaints  received  regarding  their 
products. 

MEAT  AND  POULTRY  INSPECTED. 

A total  of  4,710  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
which  included  2 Bulls,  153  Bullocks,  430  Calves,  224  Cows, 
3 Goats,  558  Heifers,  1870  Pigs,  1364  Sheep  and  106  Steers, 
the  total  weight  of  the  carcases  being  estimated  to  be  921,704 
lbs. 


It  was  found  necessary  to  withhold  7,522  lbs.  of  meat  as 
unsound,  and  included  25  complete  carcases,  i.e.  7 Sheep,  7 
Calves,  9 Pigs,  1 Cow  and  1 Steer. 

During  the  year  335  Hens,  99  Chicken,  21  Cocks,  1 
Poussin,  1 Duck  and  3 Rabbits  making  a total  of  460  carcases 
and  having  a weight  of  2,200^  lbs.  were  found  to  be  unsound 
and  were  withheld. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 
in  Whole  or  Part 


: 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
Lambs  & 
Goats 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed  . . 

819 

244 

442 

1553 

1870 

— 

No.  inspected 

819 

244 

430 

1367 

1870 

— 

All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 
culosis and 
Cysticerci 
Whole 
carcases 
condemned 

7 

7 

7 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 
demned 

90 

14 

2 

i5 

77 

% of  No.  in- 
spected aff- 
ected with 
disease  other 
than  tubercu- 
loses and  cys- 
ticerci 

II.O 

6.3 

2.1 

1.6 

4.2 

T uberculosis 
only 

Whole  car- 
cases con- 

demned 

I 

I 

2 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 

demned 

40 

8 



11 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lambs  & 
Goats 

Pigs 

Horses 

% of  No.  in- 
spected affec- 
ed  with  tu- 
berculosis . . 

5.0 

4.0 

O.7 

Cysticercosis 
Carcase  of 

which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  sub- 
mitted to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised 
and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MISCELLANEOUS  UNSOUND  FOOD 
CONDEMNED 


Foodstuff 

Tinned  Meat 

Tinned  Vegetables  . . 

Tinned  Milk 

Tinned  Fruit 

Fish 

Soup 

Processed  Cheeses 
Dutch  Cheese 
Savoury  Cocktail  Sticks 
i Jar  Pickle 


Weight  in  lbs. 
293  i 

24i 

3 

25f 

244} 

i4 

5444 

4 

145 

3 

4 


I286J 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  number  of  properties  found  to  have  a major  infesta- 
tion of  rats  has  shown  a marked  decrease,  whilst  the  minor 
infestations  show  a slight  increase.  More  time  has  however 
had  to  be  spent  on  treatment  of  premises  for  mice,  possibly 
due  to  householders  taking  more  advantage  of  the  free  ser- 
vice. 

As  a result  of  the  systematic  treatment  of  local  authority 
refuse  tips  and  sewage  works  these  premises  have  been  kept 
comparatively  free  of  rats  and  with  one  exception  only 
minor  infestations  have  had  to  be  treated. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  given  to  the 
inspection  and  treatment  of  agricultural  premises.  During 
the  year  84  contracts  were  undertaken  by  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  on  farm  premises.  With  the  availa- 
bility of  prepared  Warfarin  baits  an  increasing  number  of 
farmers  have  treated  their  own  premises  with  some  measure 
of  success. 

A 10%  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out  with  nil 
results. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Acts 

452 

Housing  Act  Reinspections  . . 

420 

Complaints 

187 

Public  Health  Nuisances 

307 

Public  Health  Reinspections  . . 

157 

Pollution  of  Watercourses 

141 

Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc. 

85 

Offensive  Accumulations 

77 

Drains  and  Sewers  Inspected 

268 

Drains  Tested 

64 

Closet  Accommodation 

97 

Verminous  Premises  dealt  with 

17 

Infectious  Diseases 

12 

Rooms  Disinfected 

19 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

345 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

698 

Schools 

7 

Markets 

92 

Public  Cleansing 

1,262 

Salvage 

Water  Sources  examined,  protected  and/or  corrected 
Investigations  re  sources  and  applications  for 

n 7 

mains  . . . . 

. . 

. * 

542 
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Water  Analyses: 

Chemical — 

Satisfactory  i Unsatisfactory  3 
Biological — 

Satisfactory  22  Unsatisfactory  40  66 

Milk  and  Dairies  . . . . . . 92 

Slaughterhouses  ..  ..  ..  1,201 

Meatshops,  Fish  and  Fruit  Shops,  etc.  . . . . 730 

Catering  Establishments  . . . . . . 202 

Ice  Cream  Shops  . . . . . . . . 91 

Knackers’  Yards  . . . . . . . . 12 

Bakehouses . . . . . . . . . . 100 

Bakers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . 24 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  . . . . . . 284 

Sweet  Shops  . . . . . . . . 37 

Hawkers’  Premises  and  Vehicles  . . 15 

Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses  . . . . 195 

Poultry  Packing  Stations  . . . . . . 89 

Factories,  Workshops,  etc.  . . . . . . 303 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  . . . . 1 

Cesspool  Emptying  . . . . . . . . 164 

Housing  Applicants  and  Selection  of  Tenants  Sub- 

Committee  . . . . . . . . 833 

Swimming  Pools  . . . . . . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . 296 


10,107 
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■ 


Jenners 

(Hailsham) 

Ltd. 


